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COUNTY CONFERENCE 


The annual conference of county librarians was held this year on 
Friday afternoon and evening May 1 at the Memorial Union at Madison. 
Representatives were present from La Crosse, Milwaukee, Outagamie, 
Portage, Racine, Shawano, and Wood, and the Library Commission. 


The afternoon session opened with a book discussion led by Miss 
Reely. She developed her talk around a list of suggestions for “‘Getting 
your money’s worth in recent books.” This list included some inexpen- 
sive aids and lists, reference reprints at $1.00, fiction and non-fiction 
reprints, and a few of the worthwhile new books. Miss Reely, Mrs. Ves- 
lak, and Mr. Janssen also discussed the recent selection of a book stock 
for the WPA project in Shawano provided through a county appropria- 
tion of $3,000. 


Other topics included postage costs, handling of over-dues, use of 
pamphlets, station records, registration statistics. The meeting was 
comparatively small this year, and informal exchange of experience and 
comment continued at a lively rate. 


The group had dinner together, and then centered the evening dis- 
cussion about possible regional developments, particularly pointing 
toward the suitability of the Fox River Valley area for a demonstration 
of what might be accomplished through cooperation among that group 
of strong libraries in a compact region. 
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SOME COUNTY LIBRARY STATISTICS 
































; ' r Appropriations 
Books Stations | Circulation 1934 1936 
Brown—DePere-_--_-_--- 5,924 75 86,470 $ 1,275 $ 1,275 
Green Bay_-_--| 6,680# 13 81,1034 8,400 
Columbia..........--- 6,029 135 26,008 600 6002 
Dearipe ee ee 5,731 136 17,786 800 
Fond du Lac.....-.--- - 104 1,700 1,700 
Kenosha... .....- 10,518 c 900 800 
ica Coegeke.. 2s 12,204 107 131,013 4,500 4,800 
Eangiade... 2-22.52) . 55 13,352 1,000 1,000 
Marinette._......-.-- 6,969# 102# 12,2744 450 
Milwaukee___--------. 57,318* 104 40,964e 35,741e 
Lo) a eee teen sea 2,688 28 200 8004 
1 ee eee! 19,637 87 44,883 4,587e 4,895e 
a 4,667 12 53,341 5,558f 
Winnebago__-__------- 14,218 116 143,252 3,000 83,1908 
Wood—Marshfield--_-_-- 11,819 486 
Wis. Rapidsh__| 4,385 99 12,995 414 449 
Notes 








* City library collection available. 
For 1934. 

a. $700 for 1936. 

b. Also all schools. 

ce. All schools. 

d. $400 for 1936. 


. Under contracts in Milwaukee and Racine, county expenditure is based on circulation. 
. WERA. In 1936 county appropriation for books $3,000. 


e 
f 

g. $4,600 for 1936. 

h. Witter traveling libraries. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
Edited by Blanche A. Smith 


A New Magazine 

Story Parade is an answer to the need 
felt by librarians, teachers, parents, and 
children themselves. It is a non-commer- 
cial monthly magazine with high literary 
and artistic standards, including only 
those stories, verses, plays and illustra- 
tions which meet the tests of simplicity 
and beauty. Selections are made by an 
advisory and editorial board whose ambi- 
tion is to offer good literature, in attrac- 
tive form at reasonable price. Subscrip- 
tion rates are $1.00 a year. Librarians 
who want to provide a magazine for 
younger boys and girls should become fa- 
miliar with the possibilities which it of- 
fers. Story PARADE, 70 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 


The Americana 


No opportunity has been presented for 
an examination of the new edition of the 
Americana. A letter from Mr. Ward, 
chairman of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee, states that on March 25 no set 
had been sent to the committee for ap- 
praisal. While it is quite possible that 
much revision has been done, we strongly 
urge librarians to defer purchase until 
after some evaluation has been made by 
the members of the Subscriptions Books 
Committee. (If it is worth purchasing it 
is worth this much consideration.) 


Required Reading 


The freshman divides his reading, as 
was Gaul, into three parts. First, those 





June, 1936] 


books which he is required to read as part 
of his study—which he assumes he can- 
not enjoy; second, those books chosen by 
the teacher as supplementary reading, 
which he is supposed to enjoy; and lastly, 
those books which he chooses himself and 
expects to enjoy. We as librarians can 
supply the latter but the boy or girl does 
not always come to the library for the 
books in this group. They think that all 
books from institutions are apt to resem- 
ble too much those of the first two divi- 
sions of Gaul.—from Reading as a 
racket, by Carl Wm. Hull, PENN. LIBRARY 
AND MUSEUM NOTES, Jan. 1936. 


The Rental Collection 


From 38th annual report of Brooklyn 
Public Library 1935 

Offering pay books to an appreciative 
public is not an altogether simple opera- 
tion—skill in selection of titles and quan- 
tity must be sufficiently highly developed 
to make sure that the patrons will be 
reasonably well taken care of, and always 
that unprofitable books will be kept at 
a minimum. In a business offering no 
staples for yesterday, today, and next 
year, but in which, with few exceptions, 
public attention is led like a will o’ the 
wisp over a swamp by publisher’s blurb 
and critic’s piping, running a paying pay 
collection is a nice balancing act. At first 
sight, it might seem that the returns 
would be unlimited: the more invested, 
the greater the profit. But that is rank 
error. And then, the old disturber of the 
contented librarian is never long absent: 
the reader who would run before he 
charges the book—and the book with him. 
We have had to limit the use of most of 
the pay collections by locking them up— 
the key at the desk. But even with that 
handicap, and because of it too, rental 
books have served well and have paid. 


Legal Aspects of Rental Collections 


The question as to the legality of rental 
collections in public libraries often is 
raised in board meetings. Dayton, Ohio, 
decided to take the bull by the horns and 
remove any occasion for doubt. The 1936 
report tells how they did it. 
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“The board resorted to a subterfuge 
and on December 1, 1933, all the books in 
the Rental Collection of the Dayton Pub- 
lic Library were changed to a One Day 
Collection. These books are issued for 
one day without charge. If they are not 
returned on the day after the book is is- 
sued, a fine of two cents a day is charged 
for every day except Sundays and holi- 
days. 

“The reaction to the new collection was 
interesting. The circulation of the One 
Day Books was very much greater than 
of the old Rental Collection. On Saturday 
night great quantities are taken out 
many of which are returned on Monday. 
While this brings no revenue, it does 
mean a tremendously rapid turnover and 
it means that many more people are read- 
ing a single copy of a popular new book 
of fiction than would possibly have read 
it had the book been issued for one week. 
To our surprise not only did the circula- 
tion of the One Day Collection during the 
first year reach a total of 39,400 when in 
the last year of the Rental Collection 
there had been circulated but 16,117 
books, but the actual receipts of the One 
Day Collection during the year slightly 
exceeded the receipts of the Rental Col- 
lection. Holding our own in receipts and 
more than doubling the circulation has 
led us to believe the One Day Collection 
actually superior to the old rental scheme 
except for the fact that it is so plainly 
a subterfuge.” 


Wisconsin Gives Library Memorial 

The Lucy Morris Memorial Member- 
ship was presented to the American Li- 
brary Association by Miss Harriet Hum- 
phrey, treasurer of the Wisconsin Feder- 
ation of Women’s Clubs, at a Friends of 
the Library luncheon, a feature of Citi- 
zens’ Day at the Fifty-eighth Annual 
Conference of the American Library As- 
sociation, held at Richmond, Virginia, 
May 15, 1936. 

In presenting this tribute to the late 
Mrs. Charles Morris, one of the founders 
of the Wisconsin Federation, Miss Hum- 
phrey pointed out some of the valuable 
services which have been rendered toward 
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the advancement of libraries by women’s 
clubs as follows: 

“Because the women’s clubs have 
shown their interest in library service for 
years, being responsible for the founding 
and nurture of three-fourths of the small 
town libraries; because it has become 
clear that only through cooperation and 
united effort can service be extended in 
our rural districts and villages; and be- 
cause the American Library Association 
is the organization to which the small li- 
brary must look for professional aid and 
inspiration, just as the small club looks 
to the state and General Federations, the 
Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs 
voted at its February Board meeting to 
become a contributing member of the 
American Library Association. 

“In presenting this membership, we 
want to name it ‘The Lucy Morris Me- 
morial Membership.’ Lucy Morris, Mrs. 
Charles Morris of Berlin, Wisconsin, 
whose death we mourned last spring, was 
one of the two members first appointed 
to the Wisconsin Library Commission by 
Governor Schofield in April, 1897, and 
remaining a member of the Commission 
until 1917, she gave devoted service to 
the upbuilding of libraries in our state. 
Her name will always be dear to Wis- 
consin club women, for she was chiefly 
instrumental in founding our Federation, 
and has held the place of honor as our 
founder for many years. It is altogether 
fitting that her name should be perma- 
nently associated with the library work 
she served by the Federation she loved.” 

In his article on “The Service of Wo- 
men’s Clubs to Libraries,” which ap- 
peared in the November, 1935, issue of 
The Clubwoman Dr. Louis Round Wilson, 
president of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, called attention to the fact that 
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the Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
has for several years past supported the 
national library movement in this way. 


Miss Gale Enrolls 


Writing on old stationery of the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission bearing 
her name as Chairman, Zona Gale, in 
enrolling as a new Contributing Member 
wrote: 

“Dear Friends: This is old stationery 
marking an old allegiance to an eternal 
service. I am glad to be a Contributing 
Member of the American Library Asso- 
ciation.” 

And to President Wilson she wrote: “I 
am glad to have this small share in some- 
thing so large and lasting.” 


Miss Smith Resigns at Madison 


Miss Mary Allegra Smith, after twen- 
ty-five years at the head of the Madison 
Free Library, resigned on May 1, 1936. 
She plans to retire to her home at Ellison 
Bay. 

On May 6 a dinner was held in her 
honor with about forty persons present. 
A handsome hand-made guest book and 
a sum of money were presented to Miss 
Smith. Among those who spoke at the 
dinner in tribute to Miss Smith were May- 
or James R. Law, Superintendent R. W. 
Bardwell, Alderman Henry C. Wolfe, 
Rev. Otto Wilke, and Prof. Louis A. 
Kahlenberg. 

Miss Smith was vice president of the 
Wisconsin Library Association in 1909 
and 1910 and again in 1924, and was 
president in 1913. She was the author of 
the Association’s bill for the present cer- 
tification law. 

Miss Helen E. Farr, a graduate of the 
Wisconsin Library School in 1916 and 
now at Columbia University, has been 
elected to succeed Miss Smith. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 


Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 
Curti, Merle. Peace or war. 1936. 374p. 
Norton, $3. 172.4 


A survey of the peace movement in this country 
from the point of view of a historian. It points 
out the beginnings in colonial times; shows how 
the peace forces triumphed after the War of 1812; 
traces the influence of the civil war, 1861-65, and 
the world war of 1914-18 on the movement ; follows 
the growth of the various peace organizations, and 
in general, establishes the anti-war sentiment of 
today in proper relation to its background. Author 
is professor of history at Smith College. 


Sternberger, Estelle M. The supreme 
cause; a practical book about peace. 
1936. 218p. Dodd, $1.25. 172.4 


In every discussion of the Peace question, there 
are certain issues that arise and must be faced. 
The author has selected the most important of these 
and attempts to meet them by presenting all points 
of view, the militarist as well as the pacifist. Will 
be useful for (1) peace workers who want practi- 
cal suggestions, (2) those who are struggling in 
their own minds towards a satisfactory attitude. 
Author is director of World Peaceways, Inc. 


Tomlinson, H. M. Mars his Idiot. 1935 
230p. Harper, $2.50. 172.4 


Remembering the last war, the author pleads 
with the young generation of today to avoid a repe- 
tition. 

See Booklist 32: 95 Dec. ’35. 


Van Treeck, Carl and Croft, Aloysius. 
Symbols in the church. 1936. 132p. 
illus. Bruce, $2.50. 246 


A practical handbook for artists and craftsmen 
engaged in any form of decoration for churches. 
Somewhat similar to Christian symbols by Sister 
M. A. Justina Knapp (BuLietin Jul.-Oct. ’35) but 
is more directly intended for the artist. 


White, Wendell. The psychology of deal- 
ing with people. 1936. 256p. Macmil- 
lan, $2.50. 150 


Getting along with people by the exercise of a 
proper regard for each man’s “feeling of personal 
worth” is the basis of the theory worked out in 
this book. By an assistant professor of psychology 
at the University of Minnesota. 


Young, Vash. Be kind to yourself. 1936. 
1638p. Bobbs, $1.50. 170 


A book of optimistic philosophy for those in 
need of a fresh outlook or a new set of values. 
See Booklist 32: 220 Apr. ’36. 


Sociology 


Agar, Herbert and Tate, Allen, eds. Who 
owns America? a new Declaration of 
Independence. 1936. 342p. Houghton, 
$3. 330.973 


Twenty-one writers contribute to this symposium, 
with a resulting lack of unity, since the papers 
are colored by personality and personal opinion. 
The main object of the book was to give a picture, 
in human terms, of what a new civilization in this 
country should be. A key to authors’ identity 
would have been valuable, since most are not 
widely known. 


Bradford, Gamaliel. Elizabethan women. 
1936. 238p. illus. Houghton, $3. 396 


Setting the stage in his first chapter “Eliza- 
bethan England,” the author shows us the women 
of the time as they appeared in their homes, in 
their social enjoyments, and as they were por- 
trayed by Elizabethan authors. Not a series of 
biographies, as so many of the author’s books 
have been; rather, delightful essays, based on 
careful historical research. 


Elliott, Grace Loucks. Women after for- 
ty. 1936. 2138p. Holt, $1.25. 396 


A sane and thoughtful approach to the physical 
and psychological problems of middle life, with 
particular reference to women. The attitude is 
scientific, the outlook intelligent and optimistic. 
Less popularized than Life begins at forty but car- 
ries a similar message. 


Ely, Mary L. ed. Adult education in ac- 
tion. 1936. 480p. Am. Assn. for adult 
education, $2.75. 3874 


Articles that have appeared in the Journal cf 
Adult Education since its founding in 1929, skill- 
fully arranged to give a complete picture of the 
aims, accomplishments and methods of adult edu- 
cation to date. Librarians as well as other workers 
in the field will find it a valuable source book. 


Fowler, Bertram B. Consumer cooper- 
ation in America; Democracy’s way 
out. 1936. 305p. Vanguard, $2. 334 


A book that does for America what Childs’ 
Sweden, the middle way, (BuLLETIN Mar, ’36) did 
for Sweden. Tells the story of the rapid growth 
of the cooperative movement in this country since 
1921, showing how it began in the general fields of 
oil, feed, and fertilizer distribution and is rapidly 
spreading into more specialized services. Stresses 
the value of consumer education and outlines plans 
for forming a cooperative. 
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Gorin, Lewis J. jr. Patriotism prepaid. 
1936. 107p. Lippincott, $1. 801.15 


Those who may have been puzzled somewhat 
by newspaper accounts of the Veterans of Future 
Wars, newest of Bonus armies, can learn what it 
is all about from this book. Hilarious farce or 
biting satire, as you choose, it is perhaps the best 
anti-war propaganda that has appeared. Don’t 
miss the Index. 


Laidler, Harry W. A program for Amer- 
ica. 1936. 517p. Crowell, $2.50. 330.973 


There is not one single united movement in 
America today working toward social betterment, 
but several, each pursuing its own purpose; in one 
case abolition of child labor, in another social se- 
curity, in another conservation of resources, or 
readjustment of taxation. This book is a summary 
of what all these groups are doing and the ideals 
toward which they are working. 


Strong, Anna Louise. This soviet world. 
1936. 298p. Holt, $2. 335 
In this book the author of I change worlds at- 

tempts to answer some of the questions that were 
put to her when she was lecturing in America with 
reference to the way in which the Soviet system 
functions. Written with the same devotion to her 
cause that marked her autobiography. 


Van Cise, Philip S. Fighting the under- 
world. 1936. 369p. illus. Houghton, 
$3. 864 
The author tells the story of his fight against 

organized crime in Denver, where as District At- 

torney in the early 1920’s, he pitted himself against 
gangdom, and won. 
See Booklist 32: 249 May ’36. 


Warbasse, James P. Cooperative democ- 
racy. 3d ed. 1936. 285p. Harper, 
$2.50. 334 
A third edition of this standard work on Coop- 

eration, revised and rewritten to keep pace with 

the growth of the movement. 


Useful and Fine Arts 

Brown, Cora. European cook book. 1936. 

400p. Farrar, $2.50. 641.5 

A discussion of the cookery of each country, with 
a typical day’s menu, precedes each section. Italy, 
Spain, Portugal and France are the nations repre- 
sented. 

See Booklist 32: 250 May ’36. 


Ewen, David. Man with the baton; the 
story of conductors and their orches- 
tras. 1936. 374p. illus. Crowell, $3.50. 

781.6 
A history of orchestral conducting with sketches 


of famous conductors. . 
See Booklist 82: 226 Apr. ’36. 
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Glover, Katherine. Youth—leisure for 
living. Office of Education; Bull. 1936 
No. 18-II. Supt. of Doc. 15c. 790 


A pamphlet discussing leisure with special ref- 
erence to young people and the provisions made 
for recreational and cultural activities. List of 
reading references, 7p. 


Hydeman, Sid. How to illustrate for 
money. 1936. 1738p. illus. Harper, 
$2.50. 741 


With chapters on such subjects as Illustrating 
as an industry, Approaching the art editor, The 
making of an illustration, Models, composition and 
media, this is a practical book for the beginner. 

See Booklist 32: 252 May ’36. 


Neumeyer, M. H. and E. S. Leisure and 
recreation. 1936. 405p. Barnes, $3. 
790 


An exhaustive study of leisure and its intelli- 
gent use. Begins with a survey of The new leisure 
and goes on to take up such subjects as The 
Changing uses of leisure, Preparing for leisure, 
Recreation in modern life, Group aspects of recre- 
ation, Recreation and social malajustment, Com- 
mercial amusements, Community recreation, and 
Recreation leadership. Each chapter is provided 
with reading references, also projects and exer- 
cises for those using the book as a text; and there 
is a general index. 


Literature 
Benchley, Robert. My ten years in a 
quandary, and how they grew. 1936. 
3861p. Harper, $2.50. 824 


Mr. Benchley continues to turn out good non- 
sense, collected here from The New Yorker and 
other sources. 


Canfield, Curtis, ed. Plays of changing 
Ireland. 1936. 481p. Macmillan, $3.50. 
822.08 
Plays by W. B. Yeats, Lennox Robinson and six 
others, representing new tendencies in the Irish 
theater. 
See Booklist 32: 258 May ’36. 


Edgerton, A. C. More speeches and sto- 
ries for every occasion. 1936. 461p. 
Noble, $2. 808.5 
Stories, anecdotes, verses grouped according to 

the occasion or purpose for which they are suited, 

such as Holidays, Patriotic occasions, Business or- 
ganizations, Religious gatherings, etc. 


Rounds, Glen. Ol’ Paul, the mighty log- 
ger. 1936. 1338p. illus. Holiday House, 
$2. 817 or 827 


Paul Bunyan tales told with a real flair for this 
kind of narrative. Some of the stories are new, 
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some are delightfully whimsical variations of the 
old. The make-up of the book is unusually attrac- 
tive. Might be classed as a juvenile but for our 
libraries would best go in the adult collection along 
with other Paul Bunyan material. 


Untermeyer, Louis, ed. Modern Amer- 
ican poetry. rev. ed. 1936. 654p. Har- 
court, $3.50. 811.08 or 821.08 
In this 5th revised edition more stress has been 

placed on the important poets, to the exclusion 

of others, who have now been dropped. The com- 
piler has also gone back to include Walt Whitman, 
with whom modern poetry began. The introduc- 
tory matter has been expanded. Important as 
these changes are, it should be noted that the 
earlier volumes retain a special value for the poets 
now omitted. The volume on British verse has 
been similarly revised. 

See Booklist 32: 264 May ’36. 


Vega, Lope de. Four plays. 1936. 385p. 
Scribner, $2.75. 862 
Four plays by a prolific Spanish dramatist who 

was a contemporary of Shakespeare, altho there 

is no evidence that either knew of the other. Trans- 
lated by J. G. Underhill, who adds a critical 
preface. Of interest to students of drama. 

See Booklist 32: 228 Apr. 36. 


Wilde, Percival. Contemporary one-act 
plays from nine countries. 1936. 457p. 
Little, $2.75. 808.2 


New material in the field of the one-act play, 
several of the inclusions never having appeared in 
printed form before. Eight foreign countries, in- 
eluding Scotland and Ireland, are represented, in 
addition to the United States. The American play- 
wrights are: Paul Green, Sherwood Anderson, 
Clifford Odets, and Percival Wilde. 


History and Travel 


Adams, Ramon F. Cowboy lingo. 1936. 
257p. illus. Houghton, $2.50. 917.8 


In its incidental information covers some of the 
same ground as Rollins The cowboy, listed in new 
edition in this issue, but emphasis is primarily on 
language and the variations characteristic of the 
cattle country. 

See Booklist 32: 255 May ’36. 


Beard, Charles A. The devil theory of 
war. 1936. 124p. Vanguard, $1.50. 
940.3 
Subtitled “An inquiry into the nature of history 
and the possibility of keeping out of war.’’ The 
author derides the theory that wars are made by 
any one evil person or group of persons and traces 
the steps by which, thru loans to the Allies between 
1914 and ’17, the United States was drawn into 
the European war. How far are conditions similar 
today? To what extent are we pursuing the same 
policies ? 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 76 
Gibbon, John. Roll on next war. 1936. 
186p. Dutton, $1.75. 940.48 


In mildly satiric vein, the author, an Irishman 
who served in the British army in the world war, 
tells his son what it was like and gives him point- 
ers on how to get thru the next war with a min- 
imum of inconvenience. 

See Booklist 32: 197 Mar. ’36. 


Greene, Laurence. America goes to 
press. 1936. 375p. Bobbs, $2.75. 973 


From the Boston Tea Party to Sarajevo, the 
author has brought together news stories to show 
how the great events of history have been reported 
in the press. Important for students of journalism ; 
of interest to the general reader. 

See Booklist 32: 254 May ’36. 


Smith, Olive Willett. Gaspe the roman- 
tique. 1986. 156p. illus. “rowell, $2. 
917.14 


Sixteen full page photographic illustrations, with 
small pen sketches in addition, a map, and an 
index are features of this new guide book. The 
author writes as a native, who was born on the 
Gaspe peninsula into the 4th generation of a family 
of English settlers. Of interest to those now 
planning summer vacations. 


Rollins, P. A. The cowboy. rev. ed. 1936. 
402p. illus. Scribner, $3.50. 917.2 


“In this new edition the text has been much en- 
larged as concerns branding, roping, trail-driving, 
riding of bucking horses, social customs, technical 
terms and old-time slang.” (Preface) A few er- 
rors are also corrected. 


White, Beatrice. Mary Tudor. 1935. 
450p. illus. Macmillan, $6. 942.05 


A defense of Mary Tudor, showing her as a 
creation of her heredity and her environment, the 
epithet “bloody,” all unwarranted. She lived in 
bloody and cruel times. Would be desirable in all 
medium and larger libraries as a corrective but 
seems unnecessarily high in price. An importation 
from England. (English price 15s). 


Biography 
Abbe, Patience, Richard and John. 
Around the world in eleven years. 1936. 
204p. illus. Stokes, $2. 921 


Patience, Richard and John are the children of 
James Abbe, whose book I photograph Russia was 
listed in the BuLLETIN Dec. ’34. Patience is eleven, 
the two boys are younger. They were all born in 
Paris and with their father and mother have wan- 
dered over Europe, wherever his camera took them. 
About a year ago they came to America, seeing 
their native country for the first time. This ac- 
count of what they have seen and done is pure 
delight. A book not to be missed. 
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Lewis, Lloyd and Smith, Henry Justin. 
Oscar Wilde discovers America. 1936. 


462p. illus. Harcourt, $4.50. 921 
In 1882 Oscar Wilde visited America. He trav- 


eled across the country from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, lecturing to audiences of all types; he was 
the subject of dozens of cartoons; the butt of 
countless newspaper paragraphs. With tireless dil- 
igence the authors have brought together this 
wealth of material on his visit; what he thought 
of America, and what America thought of him. 


Lorenz, Adolf. My life and work. 1936. 
3862p. illus. Scribner, $3.50. 921 


Autobiography of a famous orthopedic surgeon 
whose fame has been known in America since he 
was brought here years ago to treat an Armour 
heiress. His life story is dramatic, for it runs the 
gamut from poverty to wealth; then ruined by the 
war, he was forced to rebuild his fortunes. A 
worth-while addition to medical biography. 


Warfel, Harry R. Noah Webster; school- 
master to America. 1936. 460p. illus. 
Macmillan, $4. 921 


The biography of the “born definer of words” 
with special emphasis on the 28 years of work on 
his American dictionary of the English language, 
during which time he was the target for general 
abuse and ridicule. His other achievements in the 
fields of politics, medicine and religion, less known 
but also significant, are mentioned. Written from 
source material, this is an important study of one 
character in our history who is far too little known. 


Williams, Blanche Colton. George Eliot. 
1934. 341p. illus. Macmillan, $4. 921 


George Eliot’s fame has been in eclipse during 
the present century and most recent biographical 


studies of her have been written in a tone of 
condescension. This biography, by contrast, is 
written in admiration and with full respect for her 
genius. Puts emphasis on her early years and on 
her life with Lewes and its influence on her work. 


Fiction 
Burgess, Gelett. Too good looking. 1936. 
3851p. Bobbs, $2. 


This novel is several things in one. It is a 
romance with a rustic setting and a group of 
well defined bucolic characters. It is something of 
a mystery and for a time almost threatens to turn 
into a gangster film. It has a surprise ending that 
leaves everyone happy. Good value for your money. 


Gulbranssen, Trygve. Beyond sing the 
woods. 1936. 3138p. Putnam, $2.50. 


Readers who think of the typical Scandinavian 
novel as dark and sombre will find an unexpected 
beauty and mellowness in this tale of the old days 
in Norway. At times it suggests Selma Lagerlof, at 
times Sigrid Undset, or Hamsun in Growth of the 
soil, but the author, one of the younger writers of 
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his race, reveals a fresh new talent all his own. 
See Booklist 32: 257 May ’36. 


Hueston, Ethel. The man of storm. 1936. 
3812p. Bobbs, $2. 


Following Star of the West, her fine novel of 
the Lewis and Clark expedition, the author tells 
another good story of that region and time. The 
story opens in St. Louis, just as the Americans are 
about to take possession, and gives a vivid picture 
of the ceremonies of the exchange. John Colter, 
one of Clark’s young men and an explorer in his 
own right, is an important character. 


Kelly, Eleanor Mercein. Mixed company. 
1936. 296p. Harper, $2.50. 


A group of unrelated short stories that will 
please the author's readers. Several have appeared 
in the Saturday Evening Post. 


Mooney, Ralph E. Mr. Pelly’s little 
home. 1936. 250p. Longmans, $2. 


Story of one of those pathetically faithful little 
men who have appeared so frequently in fiction. 
Mr. Pelly’s entanglements in building a home 
recall somewhat the problems of If I have four 
apples, altho perhaps Mr. Pelly in his honest inno- 
cence shouldn’t be mentioned in the same breath 
with the improvident Hoes. 

See Booklist 32: 255 May ’36. 


Morrow, Honore. Let the king beware! 
1936. 3876p. Morrow, $2.50. 


Mrs. Morrow’s new novel is a thoughtful study 
of the general misunderstanding between England 
and America just before the revolution ; at the same 
time is a pleasant romance. 


Oliver, John R. Greater love. 
413p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Story of the efforts of a mother and son to atone 
for the evil done by a second son and brother. 
Opens on the evening of the execution of the 
black sheep and follows through the thirty-day 
period which the other two have set aside for 
restitution. They enter intimately into many lives 
and play their part in righting many wrongs. 


Randall, Jean. In lilac time. 1936. 
254p. Macrae-Smith, $2. 


A pleasant enough little story of a widowed 
mother and her daughter who maintain the amen- 
ities of life in spite of poverty. The course of true 
love for the daughter is somewhat troubled, but all 
ends happily. Good light reading. 


Stebbins, Lucy Poate. Morning glory. 
1936. 304p. Penn, $2. 


When she discovers on one and the same day 
that her young daughter Betty is already married 
and that her father has plans for marrying her 
best friend, Evelyn Burrage finds her usefulness 
at an end. How fate plays into her hands, bring- 
ing a job and romance, makes a story of the 
pleasant type. 


1936. 








